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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
     Thank you for the privilege of serving as your City Commissioner.
Here’s an update about important progress being made at City Hall
for your review.

     We’ve made improvements to help raise property values 
while also keeping property taxes down. We’ve brought in new
businesses and the City Center which our citizens enjoy. 

     We’ve worked to combat traff ic by widening our roads including:
The Pembroke Road Overpass, Pines Blvd, and Sheridan St.

     Crime is down. We’ve worked to keep our community safe 
by providing our law enforcement off icers with the resources 
they need. 

     Pembroke Pines continues to make tremendous strides. That’s why
our city has been recognized nationally including being named one of
the best places in Florida to live by CNN/Money Magazine. It was
also named best in Florida for Hispanic Entrepreneurship by
WalletHub. 

     I am confident that the best is yet 
to come for our great city.

     Warmest regards,

Thank you
for the privilege 
of being your 
City Commissioner!

754-217-6863

commissionercastillo@gmail.com
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I proposed the Zachary Finch Transaction Safe Zones.
This establishes two safe zones where people in Pembroke
Pines who buy or sell goods over the Internet can do business
safely. It is named in memory of Zachary Finch, a young man
from Pembroke Pines who was tragically killed in North
Carolina during the transaction of a cell phone sale. I also
helped bring police body cameras to enhance accountability. I
helped expand the city ordinance to require level 2 background
checks to screen our sports coaches to keep our children safe.
Crimes rates are down in our district but we have a lot more
work to do.   

Our new City Center will continue to boost our tax base
and create economic incentives for growth. This new
multi-purpose complex consists of three buildings: the main
building, which houses City Hall and the state-of-the-art Civic
Center; the Commission Chambers; and the Mayor Frank C.
Ortis Art Gallery and Exhibition Hall. Since its opening, the
Civic Center has hosted numerous events such as the
Pembroke Pines Charter School graduation ceremony, major
concerts and numerous cultural events and activities.

IMPROVING OUR SAFETY

BRINGING OUR NEW CITY CENTER
For a second year in a row, I voted no to any increase
in the millage rate for the TRIM notices. And I worked
successfully with staff to find ways to lower overall millage
rates. While the regular rate remained unchanged, the
capital millage rates went down for the second year in a
row. This keeps Pembroke Pines as one of the lowest
taxing, full service cities in Broward County.

LOWERING TAXES

Our city has some of the finest parks in the county.
I am excited that we recently added a dog park for the west
part of our city — which is long overdue! I’ve continued to work
to improve our sports leagues by increasing parental control
and improving safety. I worked to make sure the ball fields
were open as quickly as possible after Hurricane Irma.

HELPING OUR FAMILIES

We’ve made major improvements to help lessen traffic
in our City. A great example of this is the Pembroke Road
Overpass  – which has taken thousands of cars off Pines
Boulevard. We have also widened our roads including 
Pines Boulevard and Sheridan Street. We also continue to
rehabilitate and upgrade our city infrastructure and facilities in
order to continue to deliver high quality services. Improvements
to the water and waste water system are also being undertaken
including the refurbishment of equipment and the rehabilitation
of various water wells. 

IMPROVING OUR INFRASTRUCTURE

For the fifth year in a row, Pines property values went
up. This year alone it rose by an average of 7.9%. Our crime
rates are down, schools are excellent, roads and parks are
top notch. Pembroke Pines is where families want to live
because our quality of life is excellent. And our home values
prove that point!

ENHANCING PROPERTY VALUES
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